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Construct a 12-story building with a total of 133 dwelling units in a mix of studio, one-bedroom and two-bedroom units and parking on three levels. 
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eIKJIeefJIKLMĝ VhSLgPVRiX_TeW[XLgQW_Si_STf[ĵLk_[̂_WPL ����
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June 6, 2023 
 
Abby Attoun 
Director of Planning and Community Development 
City of Middleton 
7426 Hubbard Ave. 
Middleton, Wisconsin 53562 
 
Re: Letter of Intent – Concept Review 
Lot 2 of CSM 14817 – 1630 Aspen Commons 
Middleton, WI 53562 
 

 

Ms. Abby Attoun, 
 
The following is submitted together with the plans and application for Plan Commission consideration. 
 
Organizational Structure: 
Owner/  LZ Ventures                     Architect:         Knothe & Bruce Architects, LLC 
Developer: 8301 Machine Drive, Suite 102                   7601 University Avenue, Ste. 201 

Madison, WI 53717            Middleton, WI 53562 
  Phone:  608-831-3326            Phone: 608-836-3690 
  John Leja             Contact: Duane Johnson 
                djohnson@knothebruce.com 
 
   
Introduction: 
The site is located directly west of Greenway Station at 1630 Aspen Commons in between the existing 
Foundry Apartments and the Greenway Office Building.  
 
Project Description: 
The project will consist of a 12-story building with 134 dwelling units. The new building will connect to the 
adjacent Foundry apartment building (1690 Aspen Commons), also owned and managed by LZ, via a shared 
plaza on the first floor, amenities will be shared between these two buildings. 
 
Architectural Design: 
This project strives to invoke imagery indicative of repurposed or expanded buildings found in industrial 
districts of post-industrial cities.  
 
Stylistically taking cues from its Northern neighbor, the Podium building is intended to be reminiscent of a 
late 19th or early 20th century industrial warehouse building. In this scenario, the existing Foundry apartment 
building is thought of as the “main factory storefront” and this project’s base is intended to be its utilitarian 
warehouse counterpart. Classic brick detailing will be employed on the lower portion of the building to 
bridge the gap between this project’s masonry dominant neighbors. The tower portion of this project is 
intended to be viewed as a contemporary vertical expansion on it’s much older base. Taking design elements 
from the base; the massing and material selections reflect the podium but change in its use as the tower rises. 
The tower is able to appear lighter as the heavy masonry is left behind favoring more contemporary metallic 
siding. The building’s massing will continue the design language at the street level while filling in the hole in 
the western skyline of Greenway Station. 
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Parking: 
The building will have vehicle parking on three levels interconnected by internal ramps; one full level will be 
underground, the other two will be partial with parking in the rear and walk-up apartment units at the 
remaining portions of these floors facing Aspen Commons. The parking levels will extend beyond the building 
footprint above creating additional outdoor plaza spaces on the third floor adjacent to the existing parking 
ramp to the west. The enclosed parking will accommodate 130 stalls. An additional 16 surface stalls for 
guests will be located to the south of the building, in addition an agreement will be in place for additional 
stalls in the parking ramp to the west.   
 
Housing: 
The City of Middleton continues to see strong demand for housing for its growing community. The 
city’s goal is to provide a range of new housing to meet those demands. This development accomplishes 
the goal of diversity by providing new market rate apartments to an underutilized site adjacent to the 
abundant shopping, office spaces, and restaurants. This development will provide a dynamic housing 
option that is not currently available in Middleton.   
 
Social & Economic Benefits: 
This development will have positive social and economic impacts on the surrounding community. The 
proposed development provides many of the social benefits outlined in many goals of the Middleton 
Comprehensive Plan.  This project will transform an underutilized site and provide a mixture of high-
quality housing within close proximity to employment & commercial areas, offering tenants a unique 
housing option and creating additional customers and activity to the Greenway Station development and 
other businesses located within walking distance. 
 
Site Development Data:  
Densities:                          

Lot Area 47,565 S.F. / 1.1 acres 
Dwelling Units 134 D.U. 
Lot Area / D.U. 355 S.F./D.U.  
Density 122 units/acre  

 
Building Height: 12 Stories/145’ 
 
Dwelling Unit Mix:   
 Studio     22 
 One Bedroom 51 
 One Bedroom + Den 29 
 Two Bedroom  32 
 Total                             134 D.U. 
 
Vehicle Parking:      

Underground 130 stalls 
Surface parking lot   16 Stalls 
Total  146 vehicle Stalls 

  
Thank you for your time reviewing our proposal. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Duane Johnson, AIA, LEED AP 
Member 

Duane Johnson, AIA, LE

 

 

 

 

sstauske
Text Box
Stormwater Management will be required.  Review with Engineering staff the stormwater management plan from development of the Foundry mixed use building at 1690 Aspen Commons (PC-2392) per WRMC submittal 2014-09-17.
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UNIT MIX - TOTALS

ONE BED + DEN

29

ONE BEDROOM

51

STUDIO

22

TWO BEDROOM

32

TOTAL UNITS: 134

PARKING COUNT - VEHICLES

ADA PARKING STALL BASEMENT

2

TYP. PARKING STALL BASEMENT

57

BASEMENT: 59

ADA PARKING STALL FIRST FLOOR

1

TYP. PARKING STALL FIRST FLOOR

32

FIRST FLOOR: 33

ADA PARKING STALL SITE

3

TYP. PARKING STALL SITE

13

SITE: 16

ADA PARKING STALL SECOND FLOOR

1

TYP. PARKING STALL SECOND FLOOR

37

SECOND FLOOR: 38

TOTAL PARKING COUNT: 146

GROSS AREAS

LEVEL GROSS AREA

BASEMENT 24342 SF

FIRST FLOOR 23647 SF

SECOND FLOOR 23627 SF

THIRD FLOOR 16540 SF

FOURTH FLOOR 16540 SF

FIFTH FLOOR 16540 SF

SIXTH FLOOR 12498 SF

SEVENTH FLOOR 12498 SF

EIGHTH FLOOR 12498 SF

NINTH FLOOR 12498 SF

TENTH FLOOR 12498 SF

ELEVENTH FLOOR 12498 SF

TWELFTH FLOOR 12101 SF

PENTHOUSE 3217 SF

TOTAL AREA 211540 SF
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