
Conservancy Lands Committee Agenda
2/28/2018            7:00 PM

Conference Room B

Posted on the City's web site at meetings.cityofmiddleton.us 

Roll Call

Approval of Minutes

1.) Approval of January 24, 2018 Minutes

New Business

1.) Consideration of request from Stardust Investments, LLC to construct retaining wall 
that encroaches on Pheasant Branch Conservancy Plan Commission (1/24/18)
The development planned at 6280 Centruy Ave includes the need to replace the 
retaining wall on the border of the conservancy and private property.  The developer 
is requesting that the City approve an agreement that allows the wall to be constructed 
and encroach on City property.  An agreement has been drafted for review that still 
needs legal review if approved. 

2.) Discussion and review of conservancy lands plan components
Adaptive Restoration will present topics including naming of conservancy areas, 
project priority matrix, and 5 year capital improvement plan for feedback prior to 
finalizing draft of plan that will be presented in March. 

3.) Approve moving date of March meeting to March 14, 2018
Staff is recommending moving the March meeting date from March 28th to March 
14th.  This avoids having a meeting during Spring Break week and allows the 
conservancy lands plan to be reviewed and approved prior to going to Council on 
March 20th. 

Adjournment

Posted:           January 26, 2018 at 10:00 AM

Any person who has a qualifying disability as defined by the American With Disabilities Act that requires the meeting or materials at the meeting 
to be in an accessible location or format must contact the City Administrator at (608) 821-8350, 7426 Hubbard Ave., Middleton, WI at least 24 
hours prior to the commencement of the meeting so that any necessary arrangements can be made to accommodate each request.
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MINUTES
CONSERVANCY LANDS COMMITTEE

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24, 2018 7PM
MIDDLETON CITY HALL – CONFERENCE ROOM B

PRESENT: Brouwer, Hubbard, Teal, West
ABSENT:  Hilyard, Markart, Richards
ALSO PRESENT: Stacey Marion, Ben Yahr, & Matt Amundson

Approval of 11/29/2017 Minutes
 Brouwer moved approval of the minutes, Teal seconded the motion.  

Motion carried   4-0.  

Conservancy Lands Plan Progress Report by Adaptive Restoration
 Stacey Marion of Adaptive Restoration discussed the public input process and preliminary 

survey results.  Ben Yahr of Resolution Studios discussed mapping efforts that will be part of 
the plan document.  Stacey led a discussion regarding goals and objectives of the planning 
effort.

Offer to purchase property on Century Avenue for the purpose of a trailhead Discussion 
regarding identification signage of Conservancy Lands
 Amundson reviewed site identification signage options with the committee.  Feedback 

included incorporation of the logo, consistent font and italics of the Department Name, and 
to create consistency in naming of sites prior to bringing item back.

South Pond Landscaping
 Item was referred from plan commission.  No action was taken.  A concern was raised 

regarding who is responsible for the maintenance of the site and what the committee’s role 
is regarding this project.

Discussion and possible action on future meeting schedule
 West asked to consider meeting on a Monday or Tuesday.  Staff was directed to poll 

membership regarding possible options.

Updates
 Amundson provided updates on the bird blind construction by the e-school, recent 

restoration work completed at Middleton Hills Outlot 63/64 and the Bock Forest, and a 
meeting between staff and the Mayor regarding establishment of restoration priorities.

Adjournment
 Meeting adjourned at 8:28 PM

 These minutes were prepared by Matt Amundson, Director of Public Lands, Recreation 
& Forestry, and are subject to change at a future meeting.  

Approval of January 24, 2018 Minutes
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Parcels

Dane County Map

Tax Parcels

February 22, 2018
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Existing Boulder Wall

Consideration of request from Stardust Investments, LLC...Consideration of request from Stardust Investments, LLC...
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Existing wall contains mixed debris (broken concrete, asphalt, etc.).

Existing boulder wall.
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Portions of the wall have erroded due to surface runoff.

Exposed concrete curb and sinking wall caused by surface runoff.
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Two large trees (Cottonwoods) and various small trees and shrubs will require removal to install 
any new wall.
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Stardust Investments
Boulder Wall Plantings

Arrowwood Viburnum

Black Chokeberry

Dwarf Bush Honeysuckle

3’ to 6’ tall
3’ to 6’ wide

Native to low woods and moist areas. Shade 
tolerant. Native to central and eastern U.S.

2’ to 3’ tall
2’ to 4’ wide

Native to woodlands and rocky areas. Shade 
tolerant. Native to central and eastern U.S.

No relation to the invasive honeysukcle.

3’ to 6’ tall
3’ to 4’ wide

Native to woodland and moist areas. Shade 
tolerant. Native to central and eastern U.S.
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AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF 
MIDDLETON AND STARDUST INVESTMENTS, 

LLC.

WHEREAS, Stardust Investments, LLC. (“Stardust”) is the owner of property at 
6280 Century Avenue; and

WHEREAS, the property is adjacent to public lands owned and managed by 
the City of Middleton (the “City”) commonly known as the Pheasant Branch 
Conservancy through which Pheasant Branch flows and which also contains adjacent 
wetlands; and

WHEREAS, Stardust would like to construct a planted retaining wall on its 
property and on public land within the Pheasant Branch Conservancy; and

WHEREAS, the City of Middleton Conservancy Lands Commission has 
determined that a public benefit exits with the construction of the retaining wall and 
beautification of the property and understands that the project will include work on City 
lands and improvements that would benefit the City of Middleton and provide other  
potential  benefits  to  the Pheasant Branch Conservancy;

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS UNDERSTOOD AND AGREED, by and between 
the parties as follows:

(1)     Stardust shall hire qualified contractors to construct and plant the 
retaining wall with review of plans by the City.

(2)   Stardust shall be responsible for any and all costs for repairing the said 
improvements installed under this Agreement, including facilities constructed 
wholly or in part on City-owned lands.  

(3) In the event that any of said improvements contemplated under this Agreement 
extend into the Pheasant Branch Conservancy lands owned by the City, City 
agrees to grant a temporary construction easement to Stardust for purposes of 
entry of City property for the purpose of constructing or repairing the said 
improvements.

(4)     In the event that any damage occurs on City lands in the Pheasant Branch 
Conservancy as a result of actions by Stardust concerning the construction of 
the said improvements, Stardust shall be responsible for the repairs and 
restoration of City property in connection with any said actions.

(5) Stardust shall be responsible for any and all costs for repairing the said 
improvements installed under this Agreement, including facilities constructed 
wholly or in part on City-owned lands. 
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(6)  In the event that any of said improvements contemplated under this agreement 
extend into the Pheasant Branch Conservancy lands owned by the City, City 
agrees to grant an easement to Stardust for purposes of entry of   City   property 
for   the   purpose   of   constructing or   repairing the said improvements.

(7)    In the event that any damage occurs on City lands in the Pheasant Branch 
Conservancy as a result of actions by Stardust concerning the construction or 
repair of the said improvements or the repair of the said retaining wall, Stardust 
shall be responsible for the repairs and restoration of City property in connection 
with any said actions.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Agreement as of the 
       day of                                              , 2018                 .

CITY OF MIDDLETON, WISCONSIN

By:  
Gurdip Brar, Mayor

ATTEST:

Lorie J. Burns, City Clerk

STARDUST INVESTMENTS, 
LLC

By:  
Name:   
Its:  
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To: Middleton CLC 
Prepared by: Stacey Marion, Adaptive Restoration, LLC 
Date: 02/26/2018 
Re: Conservancy Lands Plan Update 2018-2023 
 
Agenda 
 
1. Project update 
2. Discussion of conservancy lands names and trail names for inclusion in the Plan 
3. Presentation of system maps with Ben Yahr, Resolution Studio, LLC 
4. Conservancy lands prioritization matrix draft 
 
To determine rank of conservancy lands for funding, maintenance and development efforts 
factor category weighting (points) 
site has management plan organizational 5 

size >10 acres environmental 10 

has remnant prairie, savanna, oak woodland or wet prairie environmental 10 

has restored prairie, savanna, oak woodland or wet prairie environmental 10 

contributes to stormwater abatement environmental 10 

hydrologically connected to Lake Mendota environmental 10 

contributes to flood abatement environmental 10 

has grant funding organizational 5 

had grant funding organizational 5 

has volunteer support organizational 5 

had volunteer support organizational 5 

opportunities for education organizational 5 

public comment/interest/support organizational 10 

in environmental corridor environmental 10 

t&e spp environmental 10 

development threat (consider for new areas, trails) environmental 20 

water level impacts conservancy features (e.g. trails) environmental 5 

water level impacts outside conservancy environmental 10 

groundwater recharge environmental 10 

vulnerability  environmental 10 

partner involvement (# of partners) organizational 2 

cost/acre to restore/maintain organizational  

other factors (note in comments) 
 

10 

potential/existing trail connection 
 

10 

public access (1=low, 10 = high) 
 

10 

tourism feature/recreation site 
 

5 

   priority score total 
   

Discussion and review of conservancy lands plan...
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