
Airport Master Plan Advisory Committee Agenda
June 06, 2019      5:30 p.m.

Council Chambers -- Middleton City Hall

Posted on the City's web site at meetings.cityofmiddleton.us 5/31/19 7:00 p.m.

Call to Order

Discussion/Action Items

1.) Election of Chair, Vice-Chair
Leif Hubbard agreed to serve as Acting Chairperson until all committee members 
were officially appointed. The committee now has 12 appointed members. 

2.) Approval of April 11 Meeting Minutes
Staff is not aware of any necessary changes to the draft minutes from the first advisory 
committee meeting. (The City provided notice of a potential quorum being present at 
the May 9 open house, but no AMPAC meeting was convened on that date.) 

3.) Meeting Format and Guidelines
See pages 8 and 9 of the attached PDF. 

4.) Review of Community Input
For a summary of comments received to date, see pages 11 and 12 of the PDF attached 
to Item #3. Comments received via email and input provided at the open house are 
attached to this item. 

5.) User Surveys
See pages 14-16 of the PDF attached to Item #3. 

6.) Regulatory Environment
Mead & Hunt's Ryk Dunkelberg will speak about this topic. See pages 17-23 of the 
PDF attached to Item #3. 

7.) Aviation Forecasts: Summary and Recap
Continuation of the presentation and discussion of this component of the master plan 
project. See pages 24-28 of the PDF attached to Item #3. 

8.) Next Steps and Schedule
Upcoming activities and discussion of future meeting dates and times. See pages 30-31 
of the PDF attached to Item #3. 

9.) Questions from the public regarding agenda items
This is an opportunity for the public to ask any questions that weren't addressed by 
the advisory committee during the meeting. 

Adjournment

Any person who has a qualifying disability as defined by the American With Disabilities Act that requires the meeting or materials at the meeting 
to be in an accessible location or format must contact the City Administrator at (608) 821-8350, 7426 Hubbard Ave., Middleton, WI at least 24 
hours prior to the commencement of the meeting so that any necessary arrangements can be made to accommodate each request.
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MINUTES 
AIRPORT MASTER PLAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Thursday    April 11, 2019   5:30 p.m. 
 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Robert Bartholomew, Ray Fey, Mike Frank, Leif Hubbard, Julie Loeffler, Kevin 

Munson, Cynthia Richson, Mark Warshauer (by phone) 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Rich Morey (airport manager and committee appointee pending Council 

confirmation); Deana Porter (committee appointee pending Council confirmation); Mark Opitz (City planner 

and airport liaison); Josh Holbrook (Bureau of Aeronautics project manager); Laura Morland, Chris Reis, Rob 

Sims, Greg Stern (consultant team from Mead & Hunt); and about 50 others with an interest in airport planning 

and operations 

 

Call to order 

 

Mayor Gurdip Brar called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. in the Airport Conference Room, 8300 Airport Rd. 

He thanked committee members for volunteering their time and welcomed the public to participate in the 

planning process. 

 

Introductions and Election of Temporary Chair 

 

Committee members and project staff introduced themselves and their affiliations. Opitz noted that the agenda 

lists “temporary chair” so that three people whom the mayor has recommended for appointed to the committee 

(Jade Hofeldt, Rich Morey, Deana Porter) can also participate in the selection of committee chairperson. 

Committee members selected Hubbard to serve as chairman (Munson was also nominated).   

 

Discussion / Action Items  

 

1. Master Plan Purpose, Process, Schedule, and Role of Advisory Committee  

 

Stern began presenting slides Mead & Hunt prepared to provide background about the master planning process 

and anticipated timeline. He outlined a “linear process” for preparing the master plan, with advisory committee 

meetings held every two months for the remainder of 2019. He stressed that the intent is to have an open, 

transparent approach, with the committee serving as a conduit between the planning process and the entire 

community.  To date, Stern reported that the consultant team has drafted two chapters, focusing on an 

inventory of existing conditions and forecasting aviation activity for the next 20 years. He added that the FAA 

will review the master plan to ensure that sound planning techniques have been applied, but only approves two 

components: 1). the aviation forecasts and, 2). any updated Airport Layout Plan (ALP) that is prepared upon 

conclusion of the planning process. Morey noted that the existing ALP is 15 years old and needs to be updated 

at a minimum to reflect current conditions. Stern said that it is recommended practice for an Airport to revisit 

its Master Plan every ten years or whenever then is a significant change in forecasts or demand type. 

 

Several attendees and committee members expressed concern about the timeline, wanting to ensure that there 

is early and ample opportunity for public input as well as an assessment of potential airport impacts on the 

surrounding community. Stern and Opitz replied that the proposed schedule is based on a typical template used 

for similar projects at other airports, but they emphasized that the timeline can be tailored to meet Middleton’s 

needs. Loeffler and several audience members stated that they had heard that the City has already decided to 

expand airport facilities, and some attendees referred to the process as a “land grab.”  Opitz responded that the 

City has not made any decisions regarding potential airport improvements, and that the master planning 

process is intended to help guide such decisions. He noted that the Airport Commission and Common Council 

Approval of April 11 Meeting Minutes
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specifically wanted the committee to have a couple members who live in the Town of Middleton and Town of 

Springfield. Hubbard said that the City will ensure there are opportunities for other jurisdictions to weigh in.  

 

Throughout the meeting, the public and several committee members raised a number of questions, including: 

 Why did the City decide to embark on an airport master plan? What is driving it?  

 Who stimulates the vision of what the airport should be? 

 How was the consultant selection done? 

 What is the best way to solicit input from the public? 

 When will there be a discussion of noise and surrounding land uses? 

 Will the public have an opportunity to be involved during and after completion of the master plan? 

 If the plan recommends expansion, will the City go to referendum again, like it did when it purchased 

airport? 

 Why is this classified as a large general aviation facility? When did it become classified this way?  

 Why doesn’t the ALP reflect existing conditions? 

 What control does the City have over airport operations? 

 What are UPS and Epic’s relationships with the airport?  

 Why does Middleton’s airport have to be a reliever for Madison’s? 

 What are the City’s fees to operate at the airport? How do they compare to Madison’s? 

 How does the airport contribute to City revenues? 

 What is the economic impact of the airport? 

 Does baseline economic data factor in cost of noise and impact on property values? 

 How much does Middleton want to grow?  

 How does City’s vision for the airport mesh with City’s climate change and sustainability initiatives? 

 

In addition to these questions, City and consultant staff also recorded the following concerns: 

 Early morning flight operations 

 Impacts on property value 

 FAA thresholds for master plan process don’t focus on all community issues (e.g., noise impacts on 

schools, neighborhoods, property values). Need to consider community needs, including the views of 

people in the townships—don’t just conduct plan from airport perspective 

 Source of information people receive—official City communications vs. opinions on social media.  

 Timing of public input—whether to seek input before providing baseline information (analogy to 

school district referendum process). 

 A couple people stated they would consider selling their houses if the airport were to expand. 

 The airport benefits a few who will “make money on our backs”. 

 

2. Inventory of Existing Conditions: Overview of Existing Facilities and Activity, and User 

Presentations 

 

Stern and Sims presented slides pertaining to the first chapter of the master plan. In addition to the information 

presented in the slides (on file), they made the following comments: 

 Ideally, the Runway Protection Zone airspace should be located entirely on airport property. 

 Middleton’s airport (“C29”) acts as a “reliever” to Madison’s. 

 The initial survey using the City’s Polco service was too restrictive, leading to an effort to undertake a 

second survey of existing and prospective airport users. The City plans to investigate a separate 

community survey, website, or other tools to seek input from the community. 

 Typical characteristics of a large general aviation facility are not minimum requirements—some may 

never exist at C29. 

 The large GA classification is influenced by number of planes and locations within a large metro area. 

C29 has same classification as Janesville and Oshkosh, and it has nearly as many based aircraft as 

MSN. 
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 The Bureau of Aeronautics won’t proceed with any airport projects unless there is local support. 

 The southeast hangar group, the snow removal equipment building, and One Energy’s solar array 

project were handled as addenda to the existing ALP. 

 Light business jets divert to Madison when the runway is wet (“contaminated”) due to rain or snow. 

 The plan will analysis potential funding sources for any identified projects. (Opitz said he asked the 

BOA earlier this year about doing an updated economic impact study for the airport.) 

 

Stern asked the two large commercial users of the airport to give short presentations.  

 

Rich Morey provided an overview of Morey Airplane Company’s operations as a Fixed Based Operator since 

his grandfather established the airport in 1942. After selling the airport to Middleton in 1998, he said his 

company entered into an agreement with the City to manage the facility while continuing their flight training, 

maintenance, and charter activities. Morey stated that they operate within a building owned by the Middleton 

Area Development Corporation. He added that his staff typically receives a hangar inquiry every week. 

 

Matt Hofeldt of Capital Flight spoke about the aviation business he and his wife founded in 2013. Since 

moving their business to Middleton in 2016, he said they have begun offering flight training and aircraft 

management and maintenance at the airport, focusing in particular on their partnership with Cirrus Aircraft. 

Hofeldt also spoke about the use of their larger hangar as special event space for community fundraisers and 

celebrations. He stated that their business is growing faster than they expected, although they have run out of 

room to grow at this airport. Hofeldt added that they seem themselves as incubators for pilots who serve 

various needs of the population. 

 

3. Aviation Forecasts: Importance of Forecast, Current and Forecasted Activity 

 

Stern and Sims began to present slides on this topic, stating how forecasts are a planning tool and require FAA 

sign-off. They said they have documented 16 inquiries for hangar space over the past year. Hofeldt said he has 

a list of 40 people who want hangar space. Sims said that the forecasts will be used to evaluate future demand 

and facility requirements. He noted that at a national level, turbine and jet aircraft are becoming more 

common, but he anticipates that there would continue to be growth in single-engine aircraft at Middleton as 

well due to the apparent backlog. Sims said that they anticipate any facility improvements would continue to 

be based on B-II “critical aircraft” (a grouping based on size and approach speed).  

 

Responding to comments voiced during the meeting, Stern stressed that Mead & Hunt does not have a stake in 

the outcome, and that nothing is set in stone. Richson said that only using an engineering firm to prepare the 

master plan “cuts out a whole swath of the community.” Due to the lateness of the hour and the desire to 

prioritize public input, Hubbard recommended postponing the remainder of the presentation and discussion of 

the forecast chapter to a future meeting.  

 

4. Facility Requirements: Focus Areas 

 

This item was postponed to a future meeting. 

 

5. Next Steps in the Planning Process 

 

Hubbard suggested that the next meeting consist of an open forum so area residents can share their concerns. 

Opitz said he will schedule the meeting in a larger venue and provide direct notice to the Towns of Middleton 

and Springfield as well as publicize the meeting on the City’s social media pages. He encouraged anyone 

wanting to receive project updates to subscribe to Airport matters via the “Notify Me” link at the bottom of the 

City’s website.  Bartholomew suggested placing an announcement in the local newspapers. Committee 

members discussed planning to have monthly meetings, probably on Thursdays. Loeffler said it is important to 

provide information on a timely basis. 
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Minutes prepared by Assistant Planning Director Mark Opitz.  These minutes should not be considered finalized 

until they are formally approved at a subsequent meeting of the Commission.   

6. Airport tour 

 

Upon conclusion of the meeting, Morey led about a dozen people on a tour of the terminal building and its 

immediate vicinity. 

 

Future Events, Agenda Items 

 

Next meeting will focus primarily on obtaining public input and will likely be scheduled for a Thursday in 

early May.  

 

Adjournment 
 

Moved by Frank/Munson to adjourn.  Motion carried, and the meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 
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Welcome!
Airport Master Plan Advisory Committee (AMPAC) - Meeting #2

June 6th, 2019 – 5:30 p.m.

Middleton City Hall

Meeting Format and Guidelines
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Committee member 
and staff introductions
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AGENDA

Election of Chair, Vice-Chair

Approval of April 11th Meeting Minutes

Meeting Format and Guidelines

Summary of Community Input
 Input since previous AMPAC meeting

Summary of User Surveys
 Previous surveys

 Upcoming community-based survey

Regulatory Environment

(continued)
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AGENDA (continued)

Forecast Summary and Recap

Questions from the Public regarding matters 
discussed at this meeting

 There will be a public hearing once a draft master plan 
is completed 

Next Steps and Schedule

 Facility Requirements chapter

 Meeting dates/times
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Election of Chair, Vice-chair
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MIDDLETON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT MASTER PLANMIDDLETON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT MASTER PLAN

Approval of April 11th Minutes
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Meeting Format and              
Guidelines
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MEETING FORMAT AND GUIDELINES

 The AMPAC was formed to act as a major resource for airport staff and 
consultants in developing alternatives for study and ultimately 
recommendations for action.  As a body, the AMPAC will be consulted 
throughout the study, and members’ views will be carefully considered.

 Wherever possible the AMPAC will attempt to reach consensus. Where there 
are differences of opinion, minority position(s) will be fully recognized and 
documented.

 The decision-making body is the Middleton Common Council, upon a 
recommendation from the Airport Commission. 
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MEETING FORMAT AND GUIDELINES  (cont.)

 Members will recognize the legitimacy, interests, and opinions of others, 
taking time to listen to and understand comments from all participants.

 When making public statements, members will speak only for themselves, not 
for the committee or for any other member.

 Members of the general public attending AMPAC meetings will be able to ask 
questions after the committee has gone through agenda items. Time will be 
allotted for that purpose as necessary.
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Community Input
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COMMUNITY INPUT

Community input informs the 
development of alternatives 
evaluated in the master plan

Input was gathered through 
multiple methods
 Emails were reviewed and catalogued

 Comments and discussions on the 
project’s website were captured

 Written comments from the open 
house were recorded and categorized

 Flip charts from the open house were 
photographed and organized

Source Submissions

Email Submissions 9

Project Website 12

Written Comments 25

Flip Chart Comments 12 (pages)
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COMMUNITY INPUT

Comments from all sources were compiled

Comments were grouped based on category
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Comments by Category
 One comment could be counted in multiple 

categories based on content

 General Community Impact can include 

items like influence on vehicle traffic 

patterns and general “feel” of neighborhood

 Misc. includes items like hangar specific 

questions or financial information
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User Surveys
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USER SURVEY – SUMMER 2018

 From May to July of 2018 an online 
survey was made available to local pilots 

 A total of 91 pilots responded and 61 
stated they actively use the airport

 26 also emphasized that the airport 
plays an important role in supporting 
their business

 The survey was administered through 
Polco and was focused to existing and 
local users. 

Recreation
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Flight Training

20%

Based User

18%

Aircraft Rental

12%

Business 

11%

Itinerant User

8%

Charter 

Services 3%
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USER SURVEY – SUMMER 2018

 Majority of trips are 100 – 500 miles 
though trips of 1,000 are not uncommon

 Turbine aircraft are limited by runway 
length

 Usage reflect current based aircraft trends

 Runway length is generally meeting the 
need for existing users but this cannot 
account for potential users
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USER SURVEY – FALL 2018

 Because the initial survey was distributed primarily to existing airport users, a 
second survey was more broadly distributed in October and November

 Focused on how potential changes to the Airport would impact future utility

 81 regional pilots responded

 60% of respondents stated that a paved crosswind runway would aid their 
operations

 40% stated that they would be interested in hangaring their aircraft at the Airport 
if space was available
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Regulatory Environment
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IMPACTS OF RELEVANT FEDERAL STATUTES

Federal Preemption

Grant Assurances

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)

Aviation Safety and Noise Abatement Act (ASNA)

Noise Metrics (DNL)
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FEDERAL PREEMPTION

The Federal Government has preempted the management of the 
navigable airspace along with aircraft noise at its source

 Control of Aircraft in flight

 Control of expenditure of Federal funds

 Control of noise emissions at “the source”

 Significantly limits Airport Sponsors ability to implement noise restrictions
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GRANT ASSURANCES

Acceptance of Federal funding results in agreeing to Grant 
Assurances, a “contract” with the Federal Government

 Approximately 23 such assurances

 Cannot discriminate against users, type of aircraft, time of day or 
night (a few exceptions) or schedules

 Cannot grant exclusive rights at the airport

 Grant assurances in effect for 20 years, except for 

discrimination and land acquisition which are in perpetuity
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NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT

Every major Federal action that has a significant effect on the 
environment must prepare an environmental impact document

 Each Federal agency develops its own guidance

 Does NOT apply to Airport Master Plans, it is project specific
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AVIATION NOISE & SAFETY ACT OF 1979

Promulgated 14 CFR Part 150 and Directed FAA to: 

 Identify one metric to evaluate aircraft noise

 Develop a land use compatibility table

 Identify threshold noise metric to define land use compatibility

 Used by all Federal agencies addressing aircraft noise
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DEFINED NOISE METRIC

Day-Night Noise Level (DNL)

 Annual average cumulative noise level

 Expressed in DNL Noise Contours

 The 65 DNL contour is threshold contour 
for land use compatibility

 Aviation Environmental Design Tool (AEDT) 
computer model required
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Forecast Summary
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FORECASTS

Forecasting Purpose

 Planning support and 
funding justification to FAA

Forecast

 Pent up demand will 
support increased based 
aircraft and operations

 Counter to national trends, 
small aircraft will increase
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JET OPERATIONS - HISTORIC
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 Middleton Municipal has averaged 
650 annual operations of jet aircraft 
over the past decade.

 The majority of jet operations are 
conducted by aircraft in the B-I and 
B-II design group (determined by 
approach speed and size).

650 Annual Jet Operations 

(2007 – 2017 Average)
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JET OPERATIONS - PROJECTED

 Future Jet Operations are projected to increase with national trends but are heavily 
dependent on future runway length.
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Examples: Cessna Citation CJ2, Dassault Falcon 2000, 

Air Tractor AT-802, Embraer 110 and Beechcraft King Air 200

DESIGN AIRCRAFT

Aircraft Approach Category

(AAC)

Airplane Design Groups

(ADG)

AAC Approach Speed ADG Tail Height Wingspan

A < 91 knots I < 20 feet < 49 feet

B > 91 knots, < 121 knots II 20 – 29 feet 49 – 78 feet

C > 121 knots, < 141 knots III 30 – 44 feet 79 – 117 feet

D > 141 knots, < 166 knots IV 45 – 59 feet 118 – 170 feet

E > 166 knots V 60 – 65 feet 171 – 213 feet

VI 66 – 79 feet 214 – 261 feet

The design aircraft impacts many 

airport facilities

 Aircraft are grouped into families based on their size 

and approach speed

 Runway and taxiway widths, safety areas and many 

other dimensions are determined by the design aircraft

B-II is the existing design classification 

for the airport and is expected to 

remain the same for the 20-year

planning period

Example: Cessna 172 Example: Cessna 414

B-II

A-I B-I

Source: FAA Advisory Circular 150/5300-13A Airport Design
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Next Steps
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SCHEDULE

2019

Project Elements Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Inventory

Environmental Review

Forecasts

Facility Requirements

Alternatives Analysis

Noise and Land Use

Financial / Documentation

Airport Layout Plan

Advisory Committee Meetings

Public Input Opportunities

Additional meeting(s) could be scheduled
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IN SUMMARY 

 No decision to expand airport facilities has been made

 Intent of Master Plan is to address questions related to 
potential airport projects and future operations

 Guiding principle is to continue focusing on 
accommodating  B-II design group 

 Focus areas: 

 Runway 10/28 Length

 Runway 1/19 Evaluation

 Hangar Needs and Capacity

 Apron Space

 Additional meetings can be scheduled to address issues 
or concerns that arise during the planning process
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Questions from the public 
regarding agenda items
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Comments emailed to City staff since first AMPAC meeting on April 11 

Project staff will prepare and publish responses to questions raised during the 

course of the planning process  

 

STEVE KELLIHER 

From: kelliher.steve 

Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2019 5:46 PM 

To: Mark Opitz 

Subject: Airport Expansion - No Thank You 

Mr. Opitz, 

Below is my reply to Bridle Ridge group email. I was asked to fwd to you as I am out of state late next 

week unable to attend meeting. Thank you. 

************************************ 

I live at 4835 Champions Run. Planes fly directly over my rooftop now. Often well under 500 feet. 

Common for me to witness approaches at 300' or less on both clear and low cover days and nights, all 

hours in fact.  I've seen what I believe was 200' worst case. In these cases they have all been twin engine 

props or jet engine aircraft. Personally, I've not seen single engine props below 500. So clearly that isn't 

being followed by pilots of bigger planes and certainly not enforced. I suggest residents report these 

violations as I intend to start doing that going forward. I believe you can report to FAA, not sure. 

Time, Date, type aircraft. You can actually see the ac number sometimes. 

I assume some kind of waiver is required to make this runway and larger aircraft work at Morey. That 

would be a good question to ask. If waiver is required, that should tell us something. Expect big, low, 

loud, and more frequent air traffic. Do not count on the rules to be followed. If the pilot wants a lower 

approach, that is what WILL HAPPEN. I love airplanes but not that much. 

Present experience at this address, I don't like that the are so low now. Dissappointed altitude 

restrictions aren't being monitred or enforced. If I am wrong about this assumption, I would look 

forward to listening how this gets spun. I know what I've seen time after time. Bringing in bigger and 

faster and louder aircraft makes it even harder for me to tolerate. We're a FIRM NO THANK YOU. 

Steve Kelliher 
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ERIC BIESSMAN 

From: Eric Biessman  

Sent: Wednesday, April 24, 2019 3:08 PM 

To: Mark Opitz 

Subject: Airport expansion 

Hello, 

I am a Town of Middleton resident who's house is directly in-line with the current airport runway. I was 

recently told that there are potential plans to upgrade the airport to allow larger airplanes, with more 

jet engines, to use the airport. 

I would like to point out that the even at the airport's current size, my neighborhood is constantly 

buzzed by low flying airplanes. I was told that we are supposedly located in a noise abatement zone. 

Unfortunately, this has not mattered to the airport or to the pilots. I am concerned that with larger 

aircraft, the situation will worsen, including a growth in extra pollutants and hazards from the jets and 

their fuel usage. 

 

For quite a while I would call and complain to the noise line. Nothing, to my knowledge, has ever been 

done in respect to these complaints. Due to that, I eventually stopped reporting the planes and have 

done my best to ignore them. I would expect that this, too, would happen at a more frustrating level, if 

the airport is expanded. 

With that said, I would like to strongly raise my voice in opposition to the expansion of the airport. While 

it will of course benefit the small amount of pilots and companies associated with it, it will adversely 

affect the majority of people that have invested in their homes and property in the area. In many cases, 

their homes are their greatest investment.  

If you could please make sure that the appropriate people receive this email, I would greatly appreciate 

it. Additionally, if there is a mailing or informational list that I could be added to, I would appreciate that 

as well. 

If I am mailing you in error, any help with being forwarded to the appropriate parties would also be 

greatly appreciated. 

Thanks in advance, 

Eric Biessman 

 

 

 

Page 47 of 6485



PAMELA KRILL #1 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Pamela Krill   
Sent: Sunday, April 28, 2019 6:31 PM 
To: Mark Opitz 
Subject: Proposed Airport Expansion Project 
 
Dear Mr. Opitz, 
 
I have recently learned of the proposed airport expansion for the Morey field.  My family and I lived in 
the City of Middleton for 15 years and, three years ago, moved to Town of Springfield, not far from the 
airport.  
 
While I do plan to go to the Open House scheduled for May, I wanted to ask you a few questions about 
this project, as follows: 
 
1.  Why is the city considering this expansion now?  Is it to raise revenue or for some other reason? 
 
2. What type of airplanes would be allowed at the airport if the plans go forward as currently proposed?  
In other words, would it be more than just the hobbyists who use the airport now?  I heard that UPS, 
Amazon and other commercial carriers would be allowed to use the facility, and want to know if that is 
part of the plan. 
 
3.  Currently, the airport runs on an honor system where pilots are not supposed to fly before or after 
certain hours, among other things.  This honor system is not policed in any way and I can tell you as a 
resident who is affected by the current flow of air traffic that many of the folks using the airport do not 
abide by the rules.  If the airport is expanded as proposed, how would this change?  In other words, 
would there be personnel hired onsite to ensure that the rules are being followed and enforced? 
 
4.  Before any sort of expansnio were to occur, would an environmental impact study be conducted?  
 
5.  If the airport is expanded, would changes also be made to Airport Road to accommodate the 
expected greater traffic flow? 
 
Thank you for your time. 
 
Pam Krill 
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JENNY PAVLOVIC 

From: jenny  

Sent: Friday, May 03, 2019 10:33 PM 

To: Mark Opitz 

Subject: Questions on Proposed Middleton Airport Expansion 

Dear Mr. Opitz, 

 I live in the Hickory Woods neighborhood near the Middleton Airport and work at the corner of 

Pleasant View Road and Airport Road. I attended part of the last Middleton Airport meeting. As it was 

standing room only when I arrived, I ended up standing near the front for a while (I asked the question 

about when the Middleton Airport was reclassified as a Large General Aviation Airport). It did appear as 

though including the Town of Middleton and Town of Springfield residents was an afterthought, 

although including the neighbors who are most affected by airport traffic and noise should have been an 

obvious step to take. 

 The issues of concern to the neighbors need to be heard and addressed. I'd like to see a process in 

which residents can submit questions in advance of a meeting and have input to the agenda. With such 

a process, there would be time to make sure the questions are addressed at the meeting - no surprises. 

At the last meeting, some answers did not seem to be straightforward, and it would be helpful to have 

clearer responses. 

 My questions are below. Thank you for your consideration. 

 Best regards, 

 Jenny Pavlovic 

 I have several questions, including some that were posted on NextDoor by another person and some 

that came up at the meeting, but weren't answered. 

 1. What input do the Town of Middleton neighbors have to the process? What has been done to study 

the effects of airport noise and jet/helicopter traffic on nearby property values? 

 2. What regulations are in place for drones? Will there be any drone traffic associated with the 

Middleton Airport, i.e. for Amazon delivery of packages? How will this be regulated? 

 3. During the August 20, 2018 flooding, a fuel tank at the airport was toppled and there was a fuel spill. 

This apparently occurred in the middle of the night and wasn't discovered until morning, when Airport 

Road was blocked to contain the fuel spill. Where is the official account of this spill? Was all of the 
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spilled fuel contained? Who responded to this incident and how quickly did they respond? How much 

fuel and what type of fuel (if any) was not contained and perhaps made it into the groundwater? How is 

the fuel stored at the airport regulated? What changes have been made to prevent such a spill in the 

future? What amount of fuel is currently stored at the airport, and how much additional fuel would be 

on site with the proposed airport expansion? Neighbors within less than a mile of the airport have well 

water, and the airport is surrounded by wetlands. How was the groundwater affected by the fuel spill? 

Was it tested? How will it be affected by an increase in refueling and possible spills during refueling at 

the Middleton Airport? How are spills during refueling contained? 

 4. Several neighbors have reported planes and jets flying too low over the neighborhoods (i.e. Hickory 

Woods), violating prescribed flight paths. There does not appear to be any enforcement of rules about 

flying too low over neighborhoods (that are not in line with the runways) before achieving the minimum 

altitude. Whose responsibility is it to enforce the regulations? Why aren't they being enforced? I would 

like to see this issue addressed before any airport expansion is considered.  

 5. How is the possible expansion to the west expected to affect the Ed Tallard Nature Conservancy? 

 6. What increase in jet and helicopter traffic and corresponding refueling (with risk of spills) is expected 

with lengthening the runways? 

 7. What size aircraft are presently served, and how do you expect that to change with the planned 

expansion and Dane Co Airport desire to reroute some traffic to Middleton?  

 8. What emergency crew facilities and equipment are now on-hand and planned as traffic increases? 

Are they equipped to handle fuel spills (24 hours)? What about plane crashes? 

 9. What is the current staffing of airport personnel, especially those in air traffic control, license review, 

flight plan authorization, and emergency services, and what plans are being made for changes in the 

future? 

 10. Please provide an official report of all accidents at the airport (plane crashes, fuel spills, etc.) within 

the past 25 years, their causes, and how the causes/related issues have been addressed. 

 11. What environmental impact studies are required before an airport expansion can be undertaken? 

Have nay been performed yet? Can the Town of Middleton request/require such a study? 

 12. What deicing chemicals and other chemicals are used at the airport that might affect the 

groundwater and nearby wells? What increase in use of such chemicals is planned/anticipated? 
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BARTLETT DURAND 

From: Bartlett Durand  

Sent: Monday, May 06, 2019 10:54 AM 

To: Mark Opitz 

Subject: airport -- clear something up? 

Mark, 

my neighborhood is starting to buzz buzz buzz about the airport master planning process. Rumors that 

Epic is driving this so they can bring people in for training (and send their people out) through 

Middleton, that Fed Ex and UPS want to use it for their needs, etc. 

From what I read, the initial purchase restricted the length of the runway to 4000’ and no cross-wind 

runway — which would restrict a lot the traffic from jet planes. 

So, what’s the driver? What’s going on with all of this? 

thanks 

Bartlett 

Bartlett Durand 

Local Choice Marketing, LLC 

2515 Sand Pearl Trail 

Middleton, WI  53562 

 

JOHN VATER 

From: John Vater  

Sent: Friday, May 10, 2019 9:52 AM 

To: Mark Opitz 

Subject: Airport Master Plan Meeting 

Who is the “push” behind this project? 

If this is completed, there must be a requirement of no addition noise from aircraft. 

The verbiage of “expected” is too wishy/washy; that needs to go to “will be” as to the aircraft. 

What is the cost of all of this? 
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Who is paying for this?  The taxpayers? 

If it is the taxpayers-what am I getting- more noise, higher taxes, and no other benefit.  Let the users of 

the airport pay the bill for it. 

Thanks 

John 

 

BRIANNA MOCZYNSKI 

From: Breezy Moczynski [mailto:breezyjo1223@gmail.com]  

Sent: Monday, May 13, 2019 8:51 AM 

To: Mark Opitz 

Subject: Middleton-Morey Airport Expansion 

Good morning,  

 

I recently became involved in aviation (within the past three years), so much so that I am heavily 

considering a partial career change from an engineer working at Electronic Theatre Controls (ETC), to 

becoming a part-time Certified Flight Instructor in the coming years. Middleton's airport and the flight 

instruction I am currently receiving there has played an incredibly large part in this.  

 

Growing up, I never thought much of aviation as something that I could do. I was wrong. Because of my 

love for aviation I have taken the job across the street from the airport at ETC. I love nothing more than 

being able to watch the planes take off and land during my breaks. I love hearing them from my office as 

they come in for landings on the grass strip.  

 

My partner Travis (also a pilot) and I recently moved out of the Middleton area because my apartment 

on Amherst Rd. was too far away from the airport for us. Instead we moved to a home located 

immediately adjacent to the Waunakee Airport. I want nothing more than to have aviation be a constant 

part of my life. Also prompting this change was the fact that, at C29, there are no hangers available and 

our plane was forced to sit on the ramp during this last harsh winter we had. We moved from Middleton 

to Waunakee because the property we bought allows us to have a hanger, right at home. I intend to, on 

the good flying days, fly to work instead of driving.  

 

We are heavily involved in local groups in the area involving aviation including Women in Aviation 

International (WAI) - Four Lakes Chapter who will be holding a Girls in Aviation Day, as well as the 

Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA), Chapter 93. Over the past weekend, we volunteered for four 

hours at the Middleton airport, helping with registration and ground school, teaching over 56 children 

that aviation can be for them and that the sky is the limit before giving free airplane rides to each of the 

kids. The international EAA organization and local EAA chapter has also donated $20,000 to two local 
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high-school aged students in the chapter to fund them in their flight training up to their private pilot's 

license. Additionally, I am in contact with another organization called Above the Clouds (ATC) with 

similar youth education opportunities that specifically looks to show those children facing diversity that 

hope, joy, and opportunity exists by giving our ethnic, religious, economic, and gendered minority 

neighbors free airplane rides as well.  

 

I know that Travis and I were looking for a hanger for months for our plane, that the EAA Chapter is 

looking for a hanger for meetings and youth education opportunities, especially in STEM-related fields 

including those involved in building an airplane, and that the ever-growing general aviation presence in 

the Middleton/Madison areas are as well. The Middleton-Morey Airport desperately needs more 

hangers. Aviation isn't just our hobby, it's our way of giving back to the community.  

 

If you have any questions about the organizations I am involved in or in my experiences or goals in 

aviation, please feel free to email me back.  

 

Thank you, 

Brianna J. Moczynski 

 

PAMELA KRILL #2 

From: Mayor  

Sent: Monday, May 13, 2019 2:46 PM 

To: Mark Opitz; Mike Davis 

Subject: FW: Middleton Airport Expansion Plans 

FYI. Anyway to enforce some of the rules. See below in red. Thanks. Gurdip 

From: Pamela Krill <pamelakrill@gmail.com>  

Sent: Friday, May 10, 2019 6:28 PM 

To: Mayor <mayor@cityofmiddleton.us> 

Subject: Middleton Airport Expansion Plans 

Dear Mayor, 

For the past three years, I have been a resident of the Town of Springfield, but I lived in the City of 

Middleton for over 15 years prior thereto.   

I only recently learned about the potential plans to expand the airport’s footprint, and I wanted to tell 

you how concerned I am about this.  As it stands today, the users of the airport (primarily the flight 

school users) do not follow the prescribed rules.  They frequently buzz over my neigbhohood (Bridle 

Ridge) at all hours of the day and night.  I can’t imagine what lengthening the runway and adding 

hangers would do.   
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One of the reasons folks love Middleton and the surrounding area is all of the wonderful things it has 

to offer — a vibrant downtown area, nice parks and green spaces, good schools and a charming, rural 

feel.  I fear that expanding the airport will result in lower property values, driving residents away. I 

can’t imagine that the increase in tax revenue from additional hangers and airport related fees would 

make up for the loss in property values and the degradation of the tax base.  The Town of Middleton, 

the Town of Springfield and the Village of Cross Plains all feed into that tax base.  I just hope the leaders 

of the City of Middleton take this into consideration as they consider this potential expansion.   

I will close by saying that I did attend the public open house last night and I appreciate the City’s 

willingness to bring the public into this process.  I only wish the public had known this has been in the 

planning phase for about a year now.  Had the public known this last year, we could have saved the City 

and State the $250,000 that was spent on the consultant (Mead and Hunt).  If a survey of residents 

affected by an expansion were done today, I am quite certain that the response would be 

overwhemingly against expansion.  Of course, if the survey is phrased like the referendum from 1999 —

  A "YES" vote meant you were against future Morey Airport Expansion (1,281 votes) and a "NO" vote 

meant you supported future Morey Airport Expansion (2,326 votes) - the result would likely be 

different.  But, I would hope that the City leaders would not try to fool the electorate again by phrasing 

any sort of survey or referendum in such a way as to confuse the issue. 

Sincerely, 

Pamela M. Krill 

 

FRED KLANCNIK 

From: Fred Klancnik  

Sent: Wednesday, May 15, 2019 4:59 PM 

To: Susan West 

Subject: Re: Middleton Airport Expansion Planning Study 

Hi Susan - Thanks for making the request of the City’s airport study consultant! 

I always appreciate it when the MHNA notifies its members of an upcoming public meeting where an 

issue that affects our neighborhood is being discussed (e.g. the Middleton Hills Wetland Boardwalk 

Replacement Project).  The Middleton Airport Expansion is a project that could have a major impact on 

the quality of life in our neighborhood if the main jet runway is lengthened to 5,000 feet.  I am sitting in 

our screen porch right now and a jet that just passed overhead was so loud that the noise frightened our 

cat and sent it scrambling for cover! 

I agree that the MHNA should remain neutral on these types of issues, but I also believe that it is greatly 

appreciated if the Board provides its members with links to important information as part of an 

electronic “notice of upcoming public meetings”. 
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Fred Klancnik 

 

On May 15, 2019, at 3:06 PM, Susan West <swest.dist6@gmail.com> wrote: 

Fred, 

I have asked Mead and Hunt to provide decibel levels for various types of planes, including the ones that 

fly in and out of Dane County.  I will talk to Don Knorr about sending information through the MHNA 

website.  In general, MHNA has tried to stay out of city issues.  The best source of information is the 

city’s website. 

Susan 

On Wed, May 15, 2019 at 9:26 AM Fred Klancnik  wrote: 

Hi Mark - Thanks for getting back to me. 

It would be great if you would work with the Middleton Hills Neighborhood Board to send out a notice 

to everyone in the neighborhood announcing any upcoming public meetings about the airport 

expansion planning study.  The concern some of our neighbors have is noise levels associated with more 

(and possibly larger) jets that would use the longer runway (increased to 5,000 feet from 4,000 feet) 

that is in alignment with our neighborhood. 

Fred 

On May 14, 2019, at 4:51 PM, Mark Opitz <mopitz@ci.middleton.wi.us> wrote: 

 From: Fred Klancnik  

Sent: Friday, April 26, 2019 11:46 AM 

To: Mark Opitz 

Subject: Re: Middleton Airport Expansion Planning Study Open House 

 Mark - Would you please send me the agenda and meeting minutes for the public meeting that was 

recently held at Morey Field?  I can’t access them on the City’s Meetings site.  Thanks!  

 Fred 

On Apr 26, 2019, at 10:58 AM, Fred Klancnik wrote: 

Hi Mark - I just found this information about the airport master planning process on the City of 

Middleton web site. 

https://www.cityofmiddleton.us/AirportMasterPla 

I see you are the City’s project manager for the study.  I think it would be a good idea if you would 
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arrange to have the announcement of the upcoming meeting (see below) sent out to the Middleton Hills 

Neighborhood Association members and also announce it via Next Door Middleton. 

An Airport Master Plan Open House (a public forum) is scheduled for Thursday, May 9, in the 

Cafetorium at Kromrey Middle School, 7009 Donna Drive. The public is encouraged to stop by anytime 

between 5:30 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. to learn about the master planning process, ask questions, and 

provide comments. Project staff will give short presentations at the top of each hour--6:00, 7:00, 8:00--

and then be available to respond to questions and record comments. 

 Fred Klancnik 

 

DANNY AERTS 

From: Danny Aerts 

Sent: Friday, May 17, 2019 8:25 PM 

To: Mark Opitz 

Subject: Airport Master Plan Comment 

Dear Mr. Optiz, 

Here are my comments got the Airport Master Plan. I followed the format of the comment form given 

out at the public open house on May 9. 

 

Name: Danny Aerts 

Date: May 17, 2019 

Address: 4785 Toepfer Road, Middleton, WI 

email: daerts@tds.net 

Comments: 

I am against any increase in the length of the runways at the airport.I do not want to see an increase in 

the size of planes using the airport or a large increase in the frequency of flights. My main concerns are 

noise and the impact it will have on property owners and the towns adjacent to the airport. 

Thank you. 
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JACI HAUSMAN 

From: Jaci Hausman  

Sent: Monday, May 20, 2019 7:45 AM 

To: Mark Opitz 

Subject: Airport 

Hi Mark, 

We attended the Airport Master Plan Meeting on May 9.  At that meeting we were assured there are no 

plans to add cargo jets and allow companies like UPS and Fed Ex to have a commercial business 

operation there.  We then asked what could stop them from just doing it anyway.  We were specifically 

told by a representative that evening, that this is not allowed.   

On Sunday evening, May 19 at 5:20pm we were driving past the airport and saw a large UPS truck 

backed up to a plane clearly loading or unloading cargo into/out of that plane.  So UPS must be doing 

this without approval. 

If this really is not allowed then someone should follow up with UPS. IF it is allowed then we should not 

be told that this type of business won't and can't happen. 

Thanks for your work on this and for listening to neighborhood and community concerns. 

Jaci Hausman 

 

DAN ROEKLE 

From: Dan Roekle  

Sent: Monday, May 20, 2019 11:58 AM 

To: Mark Opitz 

Subject: Public Comment - Airport 

I added this to the Mead and Hunt site - but was limited to characters, which was unfortunate.  I spoke 

with you after the last meeting and look forward to attending future meetings. I appreciate the 

opportunity and know this is a difficult topic.  I just hope that the neighborhood right next door is taken 

into consideration, as we will be the largest impact group of people both through visual, noise and 

financial.  We've been out here for 15 years, and have always had a good relationship with the airport 

and I hope it stays that way.  There have always been issues with pilots not obeying the flight patterns - 

which I think we've tolerated.  However, if this expansion takes place, I worry about the additional 

impact it will have.  
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Expansion of hangers and effect on adjoining Highwood Circle property values. Safety with proximity 

of elementry school yards away.Plans for approach lights and impact on neighbors? Plans for 

operation times of larger aircraft and impact on neighbors. 

Thank you, 

Dan 

4961 Highwood Circle 

 

PAMELA KRILL #3 

From: Pamela Krill  

Sent: Tuesday, May 21, 2019 9:40 AM 

To: Mark Opitz 

Cc: Mayor; Mike Davis 

Subject: Re: Middleton Airport Expansion Plans 

Mark, 

I have read through your two emails again, and actually have a few follow up questions for you.  They 

are as follows: 

1.  Not to beat a dead horse, but regarding the 1999 referendum, can you explain to me how you know 

definitively that the opponents provided the City with the referendum language? I had never heard that 

before, and just wondered what your sources are for this statement. 

2. Regarding your statements about the Airport Commission’s discussion of traffic patterns, it’s 

somewhat surprising that the Airport Commission hasn’t discussed this since 2013.  Is that what you 

meant, or am I misunderstanding what you said?    

3. If true that that neither the City nor the Airport have control over what the pilots do upon takeoff, 

how do you know that the vast majority of pilots are obeying the rules (as you state in one of your 

emails)?   

4.  Finally, what's in it for the City to expand the Airport?  My understanding from the Mayor is that the 

City does not receive any revenues from the Airport.   

Thank you for your time, 

Pamela Krill 
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PAUL KAARAKKA 

-----Original Message----- 
From: Paul Kaarakka  
Sent: Wednesday, May 22, 2019 11:24 AM 
To: Mark Opitz 
Subject: Airport master plan 
 
Hi Mark, 
First off, I'm not opposed to the airport planning process itself, and I think it is a necessary part of 
thinking about the challenges that might crop up in the near and distant future. I would include thinking 
about issues that might seem far fetched at the moment like flying cars and taxis, or drone activity for 
delivery and other purposes. Technology is moving very fast and the pattern now is (as in Uber or the 
scooter fiascos) to just do stuff because it's "disruptive" and do it before any public review can be 
organized and without regard to the public interest. 
 
That said, I am very leery of, and inclined to oppose any expansion of traffic at Morey field. I and many 
others believe that this planning process is only for the purposes of justifying expansion. Airport 
expansion might not mean more traffic, but it's hard to imagine that. My primary concern is increased 
noise both for me and the residents of my neighborhood, but also for the birds and other animals living 
in the Pheasant Branch conservancy under the airport approach path. I won't go into detail here, but 
there is a growing body of evidence that animals are affected by noise pollution, especially those that 
communicate with sound such as birds and frogs for instance. We have such a high level of background 
noise already what with vehicle traffic, lawnmowers, leaf blowers, barking dogs, etc. I can deal with the 
airport noise at current levels of use, but I don't want to have more. I grew up in Racine under the flight 
path of corporate jets using Batten Field so I have years of experience in what small local airports can 
become. I don't want that here. 
 
But I also have concerns that airport expansion is just growth for growth's sake and another tax 
subsidized corporate perk. I'm sure there will be arguments that an "improved" airport will be good for 
the business climate in Middleton, but I'm not so sure that's really going to benefit city residents to any 
large extent. Is the airport paying its own way now or is the city subsidizing it? Is expansion on an "if we 
build it they will come" premise or will the private sector have significant skin in the game? I don't see 
the airport as a public good.  
Few of us can even afford flight lessons much less an airplane and hangar space. It seems more a 
playground for rich people and corporate executives. We have more important things to spend tax 
money on. 
 
I was particularly disturbed by the interview with Capital Flight's Matt Hofeldt in the Middleton Review. 
Taking into account George Zens'  
propensity for being a provocateur, Matt's aggressive statements about taking over the FBO business 
and his public blackmail threat to the city about leaving if we didn't jump when he demanded new 
hangars was out of line. Sure he wants to expand his business (assuming he's selling as much as he 
claims), but I don't feel inclined to subsidize him. Is this what the relationship between the city and local 
corporations has deteriorated to? 
 
Thanks for the opportunity to express my opinion. I love living in Middleton and I want to see it get 
better, not bigger. 
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Paul Kaarakka 
3710 Valley Ridge Rd. 
Middleton, WI 53562 
 

KARLA STADLER 

-----Original Message----- 
From: Karla Stadler  
Sent: Wednesday, May 22, 2019 8:05 PM 
To: Mark Opitz 
Subject: Airport expansion 
 
I am a homeowner in the town of middleton and strongly oppose the expansion of Morey airport. Thank 
you. 
 

 

TINA HASSEL 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Tina Hassel [mailto:tinahassel@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 11:55 PM 
To: Mark Opitz 
Subject: Expansion of money Middleton airport - against ! 
 
We are very worried and totally against an expansion. Houses will lose in value, noise levels and 
pollution will increase. We don’t need a bigger airport here. It must be built closer to epic if they need it. 
We strongly oppose. 
Michael and Tina Norregaard  
4891 Enchanted valley road 
Sent from my iPad 
 

 

DEB NEUMAN 

From: Deb Neuman  

Sent: Friday, May 24, 2019 12:07 PM 

To: Mark Opitz 

Subject: Airport Expansion Concerns 

Dear Mark, 

I would like to, again, convey my concerns with the expansion plans for the airport.  I was so dismayed 

that the neighbors/public were informed so late and even more dismayed to see that initially there was 

no public workshop planned at all until October, 2019.  I know several people who live east of the 

airport and they had no idea this was going on either.  By now you have gotten the message that the 
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airport has not been neighborly in the past.  So that, combined with what seems to be lack of 

transparency has many of us distrusting the process. 

Just some points I would like to make regarding this process and the open house: 

 I was corrected right away by a Mead & Hunt representative when I used the term 
“expansion”.  She claimed that nowhere does the term “expansion” come up.  Well it does come 
up in the link to the report made at the 4/11/19 meeting. This seemed to be a case of the Mead 
& Hunt people telling the public what they thought they wanted to hear. 

 I read several reports about general airport growth on the website in which there are references 
to compatible land use planning with regard to quality of life for neighbors.  As I mentioned in 
my previous email, more and more jets are flying directly over our home and they do not seem 
to be flying at the correct altitude.  This definitely disturbs our quality of life and is very 
annoying.  The 6 am jet is not a pleasant alarm clock in the summer.  The idea of more jets 
concerns us greatly. 

 This is not a case of NIMBY.  We have lived in the neighborhood of the airport for 15 years and 
have coexisted with recreational aircraft.  The increase in jet traffic is what has changed, not 
neighbors moving closer to the airport. 

 In the Mead & Hunt report I read “jet operations have seen larger aircraft operating with more 
frequency” and “jet aircraft are expected to be more common” even though at the open house 
Mead & Hunt tired to tell the public that the size of aircraft to be seen in the future of the 
airport will not BE EXPECTED to change.  When questioned whether it COULD change, they were 
noncommittal.  And these statements indicate our concerns are validated.  There are larger 
aircraft using the airport and we are likely to see more. 

I noticed there is a noise abatement hotline number on the airport’s website.  As you’ve probably heard 

by now, that is not functioning to help deal with the noise.  Most times when you call that number you 

are told you need to get a number off the jet.  Even though the jet JUST landed at the airport as the call 

was being made.  So you can surely understand how many of us feel the airport has not been neighborly 

in coexisting with US. 

I was glad to see attendees at the open house question Mead & Hunt representatives further instead of 

taking everything they said at face value.  The answers were very vague at best. 

Thanks for listening.   

Deb Neuman 

4821 Champions Run 

Middleton 
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JEANETTE WHEAT 
 
From: JW [mailto:jwwdgk@gmail.com]  

Sent: Friday, May 24, 2019 10:39 PM 

To: Mark Opitz 

Subject: Airport Expansion 

Hello Mark, 

I apologize for not being able to get this in sooner, but at least this is in bfore midnight tonight on 

5/24/2019. 

Hello Mark and the Middleton Municipal Airport Commission,                                                     5/24/2019 

I live close enough to Middleton Municipal Airport to hear at least one plane overhead on a daily basis. 

So, you might suspect that I would have concerns about expanding this airport. 

I do not enjoy hearing planes where I live.  The more planes I hear and the greater noise they make the 

less happy I am about the situation.  Expanding the airport will, must by definition, ultimately result in 

greater air traffic locally. 

Saying that one just wants to add additional hangers, does not settle it for me that this will not 

ultimately result in those planes using those new hangers will not end up in the local air space.  I am 

quite certain it will. 

Additionally, this will cause more car/vehicle traffic in the vicinity leading to more congestion in this 

fashion as well.  It has to.  Otherwise, how will all of the owners of the planes stored in the new hangers 

get to their planes to fly them? 

Unfortunately, I had a conflict in schedule and was unable to attend the first planning meeting on  

May 9, 2019 , so I am sure I have gaps in my knowledge about the plan.  I did however attend the “Open 

House” at Kromrey Middle School a couple of weeks ago. 

This Open House meeting was the worst.  It actually seemed as though the format was designed to 

increase confusion and misinformation. 

The set up and “advertising” for it was inaccurate.  Saying that there would be a short presentation at 

the top of each hour was essentially untrue.   

It was advertised as having a short presentation at the top of each hour with time to ask questions in 

between the presentations, but the "presentations" were only to inform the attendees that they could 

go from station to station to ask questions of the individuals monitoring the stations.  There were about 

6 stations with each presumably designed to address certain aspects of the Airport Master Plan/ 

Proposed expansion.  The individuals staffing the stations varied from seemingly well informed and 

concerned about providing accurate information, to people who really didn't know their "stuff" and just 

wanted to give the short answers and definitely to NOT be pinned down to any specifics. 

And even those who knew their stuff, really didn’t know any expansion facts to pass along to attendees. 
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It was widely discussed and lamented among the attendees as to why the format for the gathering could 

not have been one of a true presentation allowing for attendees to ask questions that would be 

answered in front of the entire group.  That way everyone would get the same answer.  It seemed that a 

large number of people had the same concerns on their minds, but when they asked these questions in 

the separate stations, various and numerous different answers were given.  And no one wanted to go on 

record or be held accountable for their responses. 

It is important to note that the people running this Open House and staffing the stations were not from 

Middleton Township or from the Airport Commission for the Middleton Municipal Airport.  This meeting 

and all the people who were involved in it were from a marketing/public relations company that 

specializes in aviation issues.  So, it was no accident that little to no real information was actually 

 disseminated there.  I would like to understand why Middleton felt the need to have a public relations 

firm handle dissemination of airport information(?)  Why were not the Airport Commission members 

handling questions?  They would be the most knowledgeable about the current status of the plan and all 

of its moving parts. 

Virtually all entities tend to like to grow and get bigger with time.  That seems to denote 

success.  However, for those of us who will be hearing more and larger planes and jets flying over our 

homes at whatever hours of the day, this does not represent success.  This only represents a lower 

quality of outdoor life in our neighborhood, and perhaps indoor life too, depending on how well our 

homes and windows are insulated. 

Expansion would also result in increased automobile traffic coming and going to and from the field. 

These are the types of things that reduce property values.  All one has to do is look at the specs for the 

homes surrounding any airport and compare them to similar homes located away from airports.  That 

makes it very clear that neighborhoods near more active airports have lower resale values for the 

houses located within them. 

I can not see any direct benefit to me from this airport, currently, or after some form of expansion, and 

even indirect benefits are difficult for me to identify. 

There are also concerns also about whether more green space would be concreted over for runways, 

creating less space for the excessive rains to be allowed to run off into non-damaging spaces rather than 

more flooding. 

And just an observation…I find it very interesting that the last time I saw the term "Airport Expansion" 

used was in the email posted April 24th from the Middleton listserv email subscription list.  I haven’t 

seen that term used since. 

It said, "A Public Forum regarding the proposed City of Middleton Morey Airport Expansion is scheduled 

for the evening of Thursday, 5/9/19, (time: TBD) at the City of Middleton, City Hall, 7426 Hubbard 

Avenue.  Please plan to attend to provide public input to the City of Middleton regarding the proposed 

Morey Airport Expansion...."  Unfortunately, I was unable to attend this meeting due to a conflict in 

scheduling. 

However, it seems that now you have had a taste of the concerns of property owners in the area, you 

are very much trying to downplay the word, and the likelihood of an, "Expansion" coming into being.   
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I was specifically told, by two different marketing firm staff members, that there was not likely to be any 

expansion, in a fashion that made me feel they were trying to put out fires and reduce the alarmism that 

they were feeling from the attendees at the Open House.  By that I mean, they made it sound as though 

any expansion was just plain highly unlikely. 

I don’t know when the decision to use a marketing firm to interact with the public came into being, but I 

know it keeps that actual decision makers at arms-length from the public.  It puts people who are 

professionally trained to deflect questions and provide circular answers in between the public and the 

decision makers.   

I for one found this Open House to be a waste of time with regard to learning anything about any 

possible expansion of the airport.   The one thing I did learn was that the commission was getting 

nervous about dealing with the public directly.  And to me that means only one thing.  They want an 

expansion of some type and they know that it will be unpopular with the local residents.  

So, to be clear about my wishes and concerns; no more noise, no more traffic congestion and nothing 

that would adversely impact flooding. 

Many thanks and kind regards, Jeanette Wheat, 4306 Fawn Ct, Cross Plains, WI 53528 

608-203-6066, jwwdgk@gmail.com 

 

 
NANCY ANDERSON 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Nancy Anderson [mailto:andernan@tds.net]  
Sent: Friday, May 24, 2019 3:52 PM 
To: Mark Opitz 
Subject: Airport Expansion 
 
Mark, 
 
I tried to submit some comments about my opposition to the airport expansion. It is unclear to me 
whether or not they have been recorded. I want to go on the record as a resident who is opposed to 
expanding Morey Airport. It is unclear from the planning documents what the need might be, what the 
costs are, how will safety and environmental impacts be determined, and why this is needed at this 
airport when Dane County Regional Airport has the capacity to deal with this type of air traffic already. I 
am subscribing to the email list with the hope that there will be more communication sent out before 
anything moves forward. I would appreciate your consideration of the negative impacts this would have 
on those of use are residents in the area.  
 
Thank you, 
Nancy Anderson 
andernan@tds.net 
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